
 

 

 

 

Geography at Hempsted C of E Primary School 

Geography is the study of the shape and features of the Earth's surface, including countries, vegetation, climates and 

how humans use the world's resources.  It gives children an understanding of how others live; an appreciation of the 

environment and an understanding the Earth’s key physical and human processes.  

At Hempsted, we aim to encourage our children’s curiosity and fascination about the world and its people that will 

remain with them for the rest of their lives so that we generate good global citizens.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Big Ideas 

To achieve this, our curriculum will pay particular focus to the following 

‘big ideas’: 

Big Idea One: To build locational and place knowledge and an 

understanding of human and physical processes as detailed in the 

National Curriculum programmes of study. 

Big Idea Two: To focus on the correct use and understanding of 

geographical vocabulary. 

Big Idea Three:  To recognise real world issues and to take an active 

role to make our planet more peaceful, sustainable and fairer.  

 

How it is taught (Implementation) 

At Hempsted, children will explore geography through topics 

with key ‘enquiry’ questions using research skills and learning 

facts, with opportunities for children to investigate, interpret 

pictorial evidence, watch geographical footage, and 

undertake fieldwork.  Key knowledge and skills for each topic 

are mapped across the school, ensuring that knowledge 

builds progressively and that children develop skills 

systematically.  

Developing Spirituality through geography 

Learning about our world, God’s creation, and all its amazing 

environments that support human, plant and animal life. 

Discovering the fragility of our world and how we must work 

together as ‘Global Citizens’ to make our planet more 

peaceful, sustainable and fairer - the kind of world that God 

intended. 

 



Geography Progression of skills 
YEAR ONE TOPICS 

What is the weather like? What is it like at the seaside? Where do I live and where is my school? 

 

 Locational Knowledge Place Knowledge Human & Physical Geography Geographical Skills & Fieldwork 

Year 
1 

* Locate seaside resorts in  

   the four countries of the   

   UK 
* Know where I live in the  
   local area 

 * Understand what the weather is like in our country 
* Look at the weather where we live 
* Understand the different seasons in a year 
* Describe how the weather can affect us 
* Understand what the weather forecasts show 
* Use key words to describe the weather 
* Understand the dangers of weather 
* Understand what hot and cold countries are like 
* Use key words to describe seaside locations 
* Understand what seaside holidays and resorts  
   were like in the past and the present 
* Describe a seaside town in the UK 
* Use key words to describe seaside locations 
* Understand what seaside holidays and resorts  
   were like in the past and the present 
* Describe a seaside town in the UK 

* Use map skills to locate hot and cold  

   places 
* Use a map to identify the main British  
   Islands 
* Use a map to find seaside locations 
* Describe places and routes on a map 
* Follow the route I take to school on  
   a map 
* Name the four points of a simple  
   compass 
* Look at aerial photographs 
* Recognise map symbols 
* Draw a simple map 
* Know what our classroom looks like 
* Observe the school environment 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



YEAR TWO TOPICS 

What is it like on safari? Where do I live? What is it like in the Arctic? 

 

 Locational Knowledge Place Knowledge Human & Physical Geography Geographical Skills & Fieldwork 

Year 
2 

* understand where Kenya  
   is in the world 
* I can name and locate  
   the seven continents 
* identify the UK on a  
   world map 
* name the countries and  
   the capitals of the UK 
* identify the national flags  
   of the UK 
* identify some features  
   and characteristics of the  
   UK 
* name and locate the  
   continents, countries and  
   oceans of the world 
 

* understand what the  
   Masai culture is like 
* compare my life to a  
   child’s life from Kenya 

* understand what life is like for people living in  
   Kenya 
* understand what a National Park is  
* name some of the main animals that live in Kenya 
* observe photographs and ask questions to find out  
   about a place 
* understand what life is like for people living in  
   Kenya 
* understand what a National Park is 
* name some of the main animals that live in Kenya 
* observe photographs and ask questions to find out  
   about a place 
* know the difference between a village, town and  
   city 
* describe the location of hot and cold countries  
   around the world 
 

* use compass directions to describe places  
   on a map 
* draw a simple map 
* locate Kenya on a world map 
* locate Europe on a world map 
* locate my area on a map of the UK 
* use a map to explore my local area 
* describe where I live 
* know my address 
* use a map to explore my local area 
* locate the Arctic on a world map 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



YEAR THREE TOPICS 

Where South America & what is it like? What is a river and what are its features? Where in the world…? 

 

 Locational Knowledge Place Knowledge Human & Physical Geography Geographical Skills & Fieldwork 

Year 
3 

* locate the continent of  
   South America on a  
   world map 
* name the countries of  
   South America and locate  
   them on a map 
* know the Andes runs the  
   length of South America 
* describe key aspects of  
   Brazil 
* identify areas of the  
   world containing  
   rainforests 
* know different parts of  
   the world have different  
   climates 
* describe some climates  
   in South America 
* name and locate the  
   seven continents 
* name some of the  
   highest mountains,   
   longest rivers in different  
   countries 
* locate the major rivers of   
   the world 
 

* describe and explain a  
   key difference and  
   similarity between the  
   UK and a region of South  
   America’s physical and  
   human geography. 
* identify similarities and  
   differences between  
   different countries 

* name some ways in which the Andes are used 
* describe the key aspects of a tropical climate 
* describe the features and layers of a rainforest 
* describe the animals and plants living in the     
   rainforest 
* explain the effects humans are having on the  
   Rainforest 
* name some ways in which the Andes are used 
* name some of the biggest exports of South  
   America 
* identify some of the main industries in a South  
   American country 
* describe the key features of a river system 
* describe the ways rivers are used 
* describe the physical geography of a particular  
   country 
 

* locate the continent of South America on  
   a world map and globe 
* use map and atlases to locate the  
   countries of South America and  
* use maps and atlases to locate  
   rainforests 
* use atlases and maps to describe the key  
   features of a river system 
* use maps and atlases to locate the seven  
   continents  
* use maps and atlases to locate different  
   countries around the world 
* use maps and atlases to locate major  
   capital cities 

 

 

 

 



YEAR FOUR TOPICS 

What is the UK like? Why do people live where they live?  Why settle in 
Gloucester? 

How does the water cycle work? 

 

 Locational Knowledge Place Knowledge Human & Physical Geography Geographical Skills & Fieldwork 

Year 
4 

* name and locate the  
   countries and cities of  
   the UK 
* name and locate the  
   main rivers of the UK 
* name and locate some of  
   the counties of the UK 
* name and locate areas of  
   high ground in the UK 
* describe where the UK is  
   in relation to the Equator  
   and say which  
   hemisphere it is in 
* know the Prime Meridian  
   runs through London 

 * explain the three states of matter 
* explain the key aspects of a water cycle 
* explain how clouds and rain are formed 
* explain how and why drinking water is cleaned 
* explain the causes of flooding 
* understand the causes and effects of water  
   pollution 
* explain why settlements develop in certain  
   locations 
* compare land use in different settlements 
 

* name and locate the countries and cities  
   of the UK using an atlas or map 
* identify rivers and seas using an atlas or  
   map 
* name and locate some of the counties of  
   the UK using an atlas or map 
* use an atlas or map to locate areas of  

   high ground in the UK 

* use digital mapping and aerial photos to  
   identify land use in Hempsted 
* explain how land is used for different  
   types of farming 
* use the eight compass points to describe  
   the location of the countries and cities of  
   the UK 
* use maps to identify links between  
   Settlements 
* use maps to identify settlements built by  

   invaders 
* draw a simple sketch map of local area  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

YEAR FIVE TOPICS 
Marvellous Maps Enough for everyone Exploring Eastern Europe OR Our European 

Neighbours 

 

 Locational Knowledge Place Knowledge Human & Physical Geography Geographical Skills & Fieldwork 

Year 
5 

* locate countries in  
   Europe, North and South  
   America on a map 
* find cities in the UK on a  
   map and identify some of  
   their features 
* describe how land use  
   has changed over time 
* explain where electricity  
   is generated in the UK 
* identify the capital city of  
   a country 
 

* compare features of  
   European landscapes  
   with my own area 
* compare the climate of  
   European regions with  
   my that of my own 
* compare the human  
   geography of Europe  
   with that of my own 
 

* explain what settlers need 
* explain how electricity is generated and  
   distributed 
* explain renewable sources of electricity 
* explain where our food comes from 
* understand the importance of conserving water,  
   food and energy supplies 
* understand that access to natural resources varies  
   in different countries 
* know that there are different currencies in Europe 
* identify landmarks belonging to different  
   European cities 

* find information in an atlas using the  
   index and simple co-ordinates  
* use a key to describe features of an  
   Ordnance Survey map 
* use four or six-figure grid references to  
   locate places on a map 
* use the eight compass points to describe  
   routes on a map 
* plan a journey using the eight compass  
   points and four or six-figure grid  
   references 
* use digital maps to calculate food miles  
   (www.doogal.co.uk) 
* identify the countries of Europe and their  
   capital cities 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.doogal.co.uk/


YEAR SIX TOPICS 

North America Extreme Earth  My Local Area 

 

 Locational Knowledge Place Knowledge Human & Physical Geography Geographical Skills & Fieldwork 

Year 
6 

* locate the countries of  
   North America on a world  
   map 
* name the capital cities of  
   North America and match  
   them to their countries 
* know that North America  
   is in the Northern  
   Hemisphere  
* know the Tropic of Cancer  
   and the Arctic Circle runs  
   through North America 
* explain why different  
   parts of the world have  
   different time zones 
* calculate corresponding  
   times within different  
   locations in North America 
* explain the significance  
   of the Equator, Tropics of  
   Cancer and Capricorn  
   and the Arctic and the  
   Antarctic Circle when  
   looking at Earth’s climates  
   and where the hottest,     
   wettest, driest and coldest  
   places are on Earth 
* find Gloucestershire and  
   Gloucester on a UK map  
* locate the Forest of Dean,  
   the Cotswolds and the  
   River Severn 
 

* identify similarities and  
   differences in the  
   human and physical  
   geography of my local  
   area and a region of  
   North America. 

* identify the climates and biomes of different  
   regions across North America 
* identify some physical features of North America  
   (Grand Canyon, Niagara Falls…) and explain how  
   they were formed 
* identify some human features of North America  
   (Hoover Dam, Panama Canal…) 
* identify some features of North American capital  
   cities (language, population, currency, buildings) 
* explain the water cycle and how it results in  
   different levels of rainfall in different parts of the  
   world 
* explain what causes tornadoes 
* know the Earth’s surface is split up into tectonic  
   plates  
* know what causes earthquakes and how they are  
   measured 
* explain how tsunamis are caused 
* identify the differences between a volcano and a  
   mountain  
* explain how volcanoes are formed and what  
   happens when they erupt  
* explain the effects of tornadoes on people’s lives 
* explain how volcanos affect people’s lives 
* explain how tsunamis affect people’s lives 
* identify the physical features in my local area  
   (rivers, hills…) 
* identify the human features in my local area 
 
 
 
 
  

* use four or six-figure grid references to  
   locate places in North America on a map 
* use the eight compass points to describe  
   routes in North America on a map 
* locate the countries of North America on  
   a world map 
* identify different physical and human  
   features of my local area 
* use maps, atlases, globes to show world  
   biomes 
* use digital mapping to locate my local       
   area and its features 
* use four and six-figure grid references to  
   locate places in my local area on a map 
* use the eight compass points to describe  
   routes in my local area on a map 
* carry out fieldwork in my local area to  
   observe, measure, record and present  
   the human and physical features 
* present my findings using field sketches  
   or photographs 

 


